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CONFIDENTIAL USBERLIN 0431 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, WB, GE, GW, UR 
SUBJECT: REICHSBAHN NON-COMPLIANE WITH ALLIED 
ORDERS 

REF: USBERLIN 418 

1 . SUMMARY: FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF TAGESSPIEGEL'S 

MARCH 3 COMMENATARY ON REICHSBAHN'S NON-COMPLIANCE WITH BK/0(75)15 
BY POLITICAL EDITOR BOELKE CITED REFTEL. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: WHEN THE FEDERAL GEOVERNMENT AND THE 
GDR AGREED AT THE END OF LAST YEAR TO IMPOVE RAIL AND 
WATER TRAFFIC BETWEEN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC AND BERLIN, 

SUBJECT TO SUBSTANTIAL PAYMENTS FROM THE FEDERAL 
REPUBLIC, THE THREE WESTERN ALLIES DISCOVERED A 
DANGEROUS GAP IN THESE AGREEMENTS. THE AGREEMENTS 
FOR TRACK AND TRAIN STATION CONSTRUCTION IN WEST BERLIN 
COULD AROUSE THE IMPRESSION THAT GERMAN OFFICIALS, 
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NOTABLY THE GDR GOVERNMENT, HAD JURISDICTIONAL POWER 
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OVER RAILROAD PROPERTY IN THE THREE WESTERN SECTORS. 

THE " DEUTSCH REICHSBAH" HAS TO BE SUR ALL OPERATING 
RIGHTS , BUT THE GDR GOVERNEMENT ENJOYS NO SOVEREIGN 
RIGHTS WHATSOEVER. THE RAILWAYS ARE SUBJECT ON THE 
CONTRARY TO THE LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY OF THE 
ALLIES SINCE FOUR POWER AGREEMENTS ARE INVOLVED. 

TH ALLIES FOUND THAT IT WAS NECESSARY TO UNDERLINE 
THIS LEGAL POSITION AGAIN. IN ACCORDANCE WITH EARLIER 
PRECEDENTS THEY ORDERED THAT NO CONSTRUCTION MEASURES 
SHOULD BE UNDERTAKEN BEFORE THE RELEVANT DOCUMENS 
AND PLANS WER SUBMITTED TO THEALLIED AUTHORITIES OF 
THE APPROPRIATE SECTOR. 

IT WAS EASY TO FORESEE THAT THE GDR WOULD ATTEMTP TO 
GET AROUND THIS ORDER. THE COMMUNIST CENTRAL ORGAN 
" NEUES DEUTSCHLAND" ANSWERED THE ALIED ORDER IMMEDAITELY 
WITH THE POLEMIC THAT THE WESTERN ALLIES WERE ATTEMPTING 
TO CLAIM RESPONSIBILITY FOR RAIL OPERATIONS IN WEST 
BERLIN. MEANWHILE CONSTRUCTION WORK IS TAKING PALCE 
ON BEHALF OF THE REICHSBAHN AT THE WANNSEE AND CHARLOT- 
TENBURG STATIONS WITHOUT THE ALLIED ORDER BEING FOLLOWED. 
THEALLIED AUTHORITIS IN THE SECTORS CONCERNED OBVIOUSLY 
DID NOT NOTICE THIS IN TIME. THEY HAVE NOW DESCRIBED 
THE WORK AS " PRELIMINARY MEASURES '-OBVIOUSLY IN ORDER 
TO GIVE THE GDR AN OPPOORTUNITY TO FULFILL THE CON- 
DITIONS OF THE ALLIED ORDER WITHOUT HAVING TO STOP 
THE WORK AS HAS HAPPENED IN ANOTHER CONTEXT. THIS 
WOULD OBVIOUSLY BE INCONVENIENT TO THE WESTERN 
ALLIES BECAUSE IT WOULD BE PROOF THAT THE NEGOTIATIONS 
BETWEEN THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND THEGDR HAD 
BEEN CONDUCTED WITHOUT CONSIDERATION FOR ALLIED 
RESERVATIONS. ON THE OTHER HAND, IT IS JUST AS 
IMPOSSIBLE THAT THERE COULD BE AN ALLIED KOMMANDATURA 
ORDER WITH THE FORCE OF LAW WHICH THE WESTERN ALLIES 
COULD NOT ENFORCE IN THEIR OWN SECTORS. END TEXT. 

3. DIE WELT ARTICLE ENTITLED" HONECKER'S POLITICS WITH THE 
REICHSBAHN" MARCH 3 REFTEL, TOOK SIMILAR LINE 
THOUGH IT DEALT MORE WITH FACTS THAN INTERPRETATION. 

IT INCLUDED, HOWEVER, FOLLOWING STATEMENT: BEGIN 
TEXT: NO DOUBT WAS LEFT IN ALLIED CIRCLES THAT THE 
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WORK WHICH HAS BEGUN AT WANNSEE WOULD BE IMPEDED IF 
IT WERE ATTEMTPED TO MAKE"CHANGES" ON REICHSBAHN 
PROPERTY WITHOUT APPROVAL. THE DECISION ABOUT THIS 
FALLS TO THE COMPETENCE OF THE COMMANDANT OF THE 
AFFECTED SECTOR , IN THIS CASE THE U.S. COMMANDANT. 
OBVIOUSLY, HOWEVER.THE GDR OFFICIALS ARE STILL BEING 
GIVEN TIME FOR THINKING. THE WORK AT WANNSEE STATION 
IS DESCRIBED AS " PRELIMINARY" MEASURES WHICH DO NOT 
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YET INVOLVE CHANGING OF THE EXISTING SITUATION. END 
TEXT. 

4. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH TO BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE 
T AGES SPIEGEL AND WELT PIECES ARE RESULT OF INDPENEDNET 
ANALYSIS BY THOSE PAPERS, COMMENTARIES ARE SURE TO 
BE READ CLOSELY BY SOVIETS AND GDR AS FURTHER MESSAGES 
OF ALLIED SERIOUSNESS. WHETHER THEY WILL ENCOURAGE 
COMPLIANCE, OR, BECAUSE OF THEIR PUBLIC NATURE, 

STIFFEN RESISTENCE, IS THE QUESTION.GEORGE 
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